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Originally built in 1951-52, the Lester 
Shingle Mill contains an early shingle- 
making machine, dating from 1916. Much 
of the mill was destroyed by fire in 
1970, but the Lester family quickly 
rebuilt it. The shingle weavers at the 
Lester mill produce shingles using 
similar technology and using many of the 
same skills as they did in the early 
1900s. 

Melvin L. Lester. 

Lester Shingle Company. 

Shingle manufacture. 

Melvin L. Lester built a shingle mill in 
Sweet Home, Oregon, in 1951-52 after 
operating a shingle mill in nearby 
Foster, Oregon. The family-owned Sweet 
Home mill ran for nearly twenty years 
before a fire destroyed it in 1970. The 
Lester family rebuilt the mill and 
operates it in much the same manner as 
small-scale shingle mills were operated 
in the early twentieth century. 

Jet Lowe, HAER, 1987. 

Gray Fitzsimons, Historian, National Park 
Service 

Melvin (Mel) Lester graciously permitted 
Jet Lowe to photograph the shingle mill 
in 1987. Laura M. Mather, of Lester 
Sales, Inc., kindly forwarded newspaper 
articles and notes from interviews with 
Mel and Stanley L. Lester concerning the 
history of the Sweet Home mill. 


